Wednesday Noon and Evening Meetings
August 15, 2018
“The Gift of Joy”

The Bible

Hymns: 161, 263, 109

Come and see the works of God. He ruleth by his power for ever. O bless our
God, ye people, Which holdeth our soul in life, and suffereth not our feet to be
moved. Blessed be God. Psalms 66
I will bless the Lord, who hath given me counsel. I have set the Lord always
before me, because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. Therefore my
heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth: my flesh also shall rest in hope. For thou wilt
not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.
Thou will shew me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right
hand there are pleasures for evermore. Psalms 16
God giveth to a man that is good in his sight wisdom, and knowledge, and joy:
Ecclesiastes 2

And it came to pass, as Jesus went into the house of one of the chief Pharisees
to eat bread on the sabbath day, that they watched him. And, behold, there
was a certain man before him which had the dropsy. And Jesus answering
spake unto the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, Is it lawful to heal on the sabbath
day? And they held their peace. And he took him, and healed him, and let him
go; Luke 14
Then drew near unto him all the publicans and sinners for to hear him. And the
Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying, This man receiveth sinners, and eateth
with them. And he spake this parable unto them , saying, what man of you,
having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety and
nine in the wilderness, and go after that which is lost, until he find it? And when
he cometh home, he calleth together his friends and neighbours, saying unto
them, Rejoice with me; for I have found my sheep which was lost. I say unto you,
that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than
over ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance.
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Either what woman having ten pieces of silver, if she lose one piece, doth not
light a candle, and sweep the house, and seek diligently till she finds it? And
when she hath found it, she calleth her friends and her neighbours together,
saying, Rejoice with me; for I have found the piece which I had lost. Likewise, I
say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner
that repenteth. Luke 15
Now Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer,
being the ninth hour. And a certain man lame from his mother’s womb was
carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful,
to ask alms of them that entered into the temple; Who seeing Peter and John
about to go into the temple asked an alms. And Peter, fastening his eyes upon
him with John, said, Look on us. And he gave heed unto them, expecting to
receive something of them. Then Peter said, Silver and gold have I none; but
such as I have give I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and
walk. And he took him by the right hand, and lifted him up: and immediately his
feet and ankle bones received strength. And he leaping up stood, and walked,
and entered with them into the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising God.
And all the people saw him walking and praising God: And they knew that it was
he which sat for alms at the Beautiful gate of the temple; and they were filled
with wonder and amazement at that which had happened unto him. Acts 3
Now while Paul waited in Athens, his spirit was stirred in him, when he saw the city
wholly given to idolatry. Therefore disputed he in the synagogue with the Jews,
and with the devout persons and in the market daily with them that met with
him. Then certain philosophers of the Epicureans encountered him. And some
said, What will this babbler say because he preached unto them Jesus, and the
resurrection. And they took him, saying, May we know what this new doctrine,
whereof thou speakest is? For thou bringest certain strange things to our ears;
we would know therefore what these things mean. For all the Athenians and
strangers which were there spent their time in nothing else, but either to tell, or to
hear some new thing. Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars’ hill, and said, Ye men
of Athens, I perceive that in all things ye are too superstitious. For as I passed by,
and beheld your devotions, I found the altar with this inscription, TO THE
UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto
you. God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord
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of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; Neither is
worshipped with men’s hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth
to all, life and breath, and all things; abundantly. That they should seek the Lord,
if haply they might feel after him, and find him, though he be not far from every
one of us: For in him we live, and move, and have our being. Acts 17
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? Nay, in all these things
we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. For I am persuaded,
that neither death, no life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things
present, nor things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall
be able to separate us from the love of God. Romans 8

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy
UNKNOWN.
Paul saw in Athens an altar dedicated “to the unknown god. Referring to it, he
said to the Athenians: “Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, Him declare I
unto you.”
Paganism and agnosticism may define Deity as “the great unknowable;” but
Christian Science brings God much nearer to man, and makes Him better known
as the All-in-all, forever near. Page 596
When the evidence before the material senses yielded to spiritual sense, the
apostle declared that nothing could alienate him from God, from the sweet
sense and presence of Life and Truth.
It is ignorance and false belief, based on a material sense of things, which hide
spiritual beauty and goodness. Understanding this, Paul said: “Neither death, nor
life, . . . nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any
other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God.” This is the
doctrine of Christian Science: that divine Love cannot be deprived of its
manifestation, or object; that joy cannot be turned into sorrow, for sorrow is not
the master of joy; that good can never produce evil; that matter can never
produce mind nor life result in death. The perfect man—governed by God, his
perfect Principle—is sinless and eternal. Page 303
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We cannot deny that Life is self-sustained, and we should never deny the
everlasting harmony of Soul, simply because to the mortal sense, there is
seeming discord. Page 390
Man’s happiness is not therefore, at the disposal of physical sense.
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A little girl, who had occasionally listened to my explanations, badly wounded
her finger. She seemed not to notice it. On being questioned about it she
answered ingenuously, “There is no sensation in matter.” Bounding off with
laughing eyes, she presently added, “Mamma, my finger is not a bit sore.”
It might have been months or years before her parents would have laid aside
their drugs, or reached the mental height their little daughter so naturally
attained. Page 237
From Puritan parents, the discoverer of Christian Science early received her
religious education. In childhood, she often listened with joy to these words,
falling from the lips of her saintly mother, “God is able to raise you up from
sickness:” and she pondered the meaning of that Scripture she so often quotes:
“and these signs shall follow them that believe; . . . they shall lay hands on the
sick, and they shall recover.” Page 359
Christian Science, understood, coincides with the Scriptures, and sustains
logically and demonstratively every point it presents. Otherwise it would not be
Science, and could not present its proofs.
It presents the calm and clear verdict of Truth against error, uttered and
illustrated by the prophets, by Jesus, by his apostles, as is recorded throughout
the Scriptures. Page 358
We cannot circumscribe happiness within the limits of personal sense. The senses
confer no real enjoyment.
The good in human affections must have ascendency over the evil and the
spiritual over the animal, or happiness will never be won. Page 61
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Become conscious for a single moment that Life and intelligence are purely
spiritual,--neither in nor of matter,--and the body will then utter no complaints. If
suffering from a belief in sickness, you will find yourself suddenly well. Sorrow is
turned into joy when the body is controlled by spiritual Life, Truth, and Love. Page 14
God expresses in man the infinite idea forever developing itself, broadening and
rising higher and higher from a boundless basis.
Man reflects infinity, and this reflection is the true idea of God.

Page 258

If honest, he will be in earnest from the start, and gain a little each day in the
right direction, till at last he finishes his course with joy. Page 21
Tom Sims, 1st Reader
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