Wednesday Noon and Evening Meetings
August 29, 2018
“God’s Gift”

The Bible
Hymns: 10, 144, 59
He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the
shadow of the Almighty. I will say of the Lord, He is my refuge and my fortress:
my God; in him will I trust. Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of the
fowler, and from the noisome pestilence. He shall cover thee with his feathers,
and under his wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall be thy shield and buckler. Thou
shalt not be afraid for the terror by night: There shall no evil befall thee. For he
shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. They shall
bear thee up in their hands. Psalms 91
Whither shall I go from thy spirit? Or whither shall I flee from thy presence? If I
ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold thou art
there. If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the
sea; Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me. How
precious also are thy thoughts unto me, O God! How great is the sum of them! If
I should count them, they are more in number than the sand: when I awake, I
am still with thee. Psalms 139
Now thus saith the Lord that created thee, and he that formed thee, Fear not:
for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine. When
thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they
shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be
burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee. For I am the Lord thy God, thy
Saviour: since thou wast precious in my sight, thou hast been honourable, and I
have loved thee. Fear not: for I am with thee. Isaiah 43
And when Jesus was come into his own country, he taught them in their
synagogue, insomuch that they were astonished, and said, Whence hath this
man this wisdom, and these mighty works? Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is not
his mother called Mary? And his brethren James, and Simon, and Judas? And
his sister, are they not all with us? Whence then hath this man all these things?
And Jesus said unto them, A prophet is not without honour, save in his own
country, and in his own house. And he did not many mighty works there
because of their unbelief. Matthew 13
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And straightway Jesus constrained his disciples to get into a ship, and to go
before him unto the other side. And he went up into a mountain apart to pray:
and when the evening was come, he was there alone. But the ship was now in
the midst of the sea, tossed with waves: for the wind was contrary. And in the
fourth watch of the night Jesus went unto them, walking on the sea. And when
the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, It is a spirit;
and they cried out for fear. But straightway Jesus spake unto them saying, Be of
good cheer; it is I; be not afraid. And Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be
thou, bid me come unto thee on the water. And he said, Come. And when
Peter was come down out of the ship, he walked on the water, to go to Jesus.
But when he saw the wind boisterous he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he
cried, saying, Lord, save me. And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand,
and caught him, and said unto him. O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou
doubt? And when they were come into the ship, the wind ceased. Then they
that were in the ship came and worshipped him, saying, Of a truth thou art the
Son of God. Matthew 14
And when Jesus passed over unto the other side, much people gathered unto
him: and, behold, there cometh one of the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by
name; and when he saw him, he fell at his feet. And besought him greatly
saying My little daughter lieth at the point of death: I pray thee, come and lay
thy hands on her, that she may be healed; and she shall live. And Jesus went
with him; and much people followed him, and thronged him. While he yet
spake, there came from the ruler of the synagogue’s house saying, Thy daughter
is dead: why troublest thou the Master any further? As soon as Jesus heard the
word that was spoken, he saith unto the ruler of the synagogue, Be not afraid,
only believe. And he suffered no man to follow him, save Peter, and James, and
John the brother of James. And he cometh to the house of the ruler of the
synagogue, and seeth the tumult, and them that wept and wailed greatly. And
when he was come in, he saith unto them, Why make ye this ado, and weep?
The damsel is not dead, but sleepeth. And they laughed him to scorn. But when
he had put them all out, he taketh the father and the mother of the damsel, and
them that were with him, and entereth in where the damsel was lying.
Page 2 of 4 Pages

And he took the damsel by the hand, and said unto her, Talitha cumi; which is,
being interpreted, Damsel, I say unto thee, arise. And straightway the damsel
arose, and walked. And they were astonished with a great astonishment. Mark 5
I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help. My help
cometh from the Lord, which made heaven and earth. The Lord is thy keeper.
Psalms 121

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy
The way is straight and narrow, which leads to the understanding that God is the
only Life. Page 324
The false evidence of material sense contrasts strikingly with the testimony of
Spirit. Material sense lifts its voice with the arrogance of reality and says:
I am wholly dishonest, and no man knoweth it. I can cheat, lie, commit adultery,
rob, murder, and I elude detection by smooth-tongued villainy. Animal in
propensity, deceitful in sentiment, fraudulent in purpose I mean to make my short
span of life one gala day. What a nice thing is sin! How sin succeeds, where the
good purpose waits! The world is my kingdom. I am enthroned in the
gorgeousness of matter, But a touch, an accident, the law of God, may at any
moment annihilate my peace, for all my fancied joys are fatal. Like bursting
lava, I expand but to my own despair, and shine with the resplendency of
consuming fire.
Spirit, bearing opposite testimony, saith:
I am Spirit. Man, whose senses are spiritual is my likeness. He reflects the infinite
understanding, for I am Infinity. The beauty of holiness, the perfection of being,
imperishable glory,--all are Mine, for I am God. I give immortality to man, for I am
Truth. I include and impart all bliss, for I am Love. I give life, without beginning
and without end, for I am Life. I am supreme and give all, for I am Mind. I am
the substance of all, because I AM THAT I AM. Page 252-253
Because Life is God, Life must be eternal, self-existent. Life is the everlasting I AM,
the being who was and is and shall be, whom nothing can erase. Page 289-290
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In proportion as matter loses to human sense all entity as man, in that proportion
does man become its master. He enters into a diviner sense of the facts, and
comprehends the theology of Jesus as demonstrated in healing the sick, raising
the dead, and walking over the wave. Page 369
Mortal man will be less mortal, when he learns that matter never sustained
existence and can never destroy God, who is man’s Life. When this is
understood, mankind will be more spiritual and know that there is nothing to
consume, since Spirit, God, is All-in-all. What if the belief is consumption? God is
more to a man than his belief, and the less we acknowledge matter or its laws,
the more immortality we possess. Consciousness constructs a better body when
faith in matter has been conquered. Correct material belief by spiritual
understanding and spirit will form you anew. You will never fear again except to
offend God, and you will never believe that heart or any portion of the body
can destroy you. Page 452
We should remember that Life is God, and that God is omnipotent.

Page 394

The purpose and motive to live aright can be gained now. This point won, you
have started as you should. You have begun at the numeration-table of
Christian Science, and nothing but wrong intention can hinder your
advancement. Working and praying with true motives, your Father will open
the way. Page 326
Let us accept Science, relinquish all theories based on sense-testimony, give up
imperfect models and illusive ideals; and so let us have one God, one Mind, and
that one perfect, producing His own models of excellence.
Life is, like Christ, “the same yesterday, and to-day, and forever.”

Tom Sims, 1st Reader
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