Wednesday Noon and Evening Meetings
September 5, 2018
“Prayer”

The Bible

Hymns: 157, 92, 374

Give ear to my words, O Lord, consider my meditation. Hearken unto the voice
of my cry, my King, and my God: for unto thee will I pray. My voice shalt thou
hear in the morning, O Lord; in the morning will I direct my prayer unto thee, and
will look up. For thou art not a God that hath pleasure in wickedness: neither
shall evil dwell with thee. Lead me, O Lord, in thy righteousness. Let all those
that put their trust in thee rejoice: let them ever shout for joy. Psalms 5
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits: Who forgiveth all thine
iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases; Who redeemeth thy life from destruction;
who crowneth thee with loving kindness and tender mercies; so that thy youth is
renewed like the eagle’s. Bless the Lord, ye his angels, that excel in strength, that
do his commandments. Bless the Lord, all his works in all places of his dominion:
bless the Lord, O my soul. Psalms 103
Oh that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, and for his wonderful works
to the children of men! For he hath broken the gates of brass, and cut the bars
of iron in sunder. He sent his word, and healed them, and delivered them. Ps. 107
And it came to pass that God did tempt Abraham: and he said, Behold,
Abraham: and he said, Behold, here I am. And he said, Take now thy son, thine
only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and
offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell
thee of.
And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and took two of his young men with
him, and Isaac his son, and clave the wood for the burnt offering, and rose up,
and went unto the place of which God hast told him.
Then on the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw the place afar off.
Page 1 of 5 Pages

And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here and I and the lad will go
yonder and worship, and come again to you.
And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering, and laid it upon Isaac his son;
and he took the fire in his hand, and a knife; and they went both of them
together.
And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said, My father: and he said,
Here am I, my son. And he said, Behold the fire and the wood: but where is the
lamb for a burnt offering?
And Abraham said, My son, God will provide a lamb for a burnt offering: so they
went both of them together.
And they came to the place which God had told him of; and Abraham built an
altar there, and laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid him on
the altar upon the wood.
And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son. And
the angel of the Lord called unto him out of heaven, and said, Abraham,
Abraham, and he said, Here am I.
And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing unto
him: for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son,
thine only son from me.
And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram
caught in a thicket by his horns: and Abraham went and took the ram, and
offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son.
And the angel of the Lord called unto Abraham, out of heaven the second time,
and said, By myself have I sworn, saith the Lord, for because thou has done this
thing, and hast not withheld thine son, thine only son: That in blessing I will bless
thee, and multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as
the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall all the nations of the
earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice. Genesis 22
And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called Peter,
and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers.
And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men. And they
straightway left their nets, and followed him. And going on from thence, he saw
other two brethren James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in a ship
with Zebedee their father, mending their nets; and he called them.
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And they immediately left the ship and their father, and followed him. And
Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the
gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of
disease among the people. And his fame went throughout all Syria: and they
brought unto him all sick people that were taken with divers diseases and
torments, and those which were possessed with devils, and those which were
lunatic, and those that had the palsy; and he healed them. Matthew 4
And he went up into a mountain: and when he was set, his disciples came unto
him: and he opened his mouth, and taught them saying, Matthew 5
Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be seen of them: otherwise
ye have no reward of your Father which is in heaven. Therefore when thou doest
thine alms, do not sound a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the
synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory of men. Verily I say unto
you, They have their reward. But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand
know what thy right hand doeth: That thine alms may be in secret: and thy
Father which seeth in secret himself shall reward thee openly. When thou
prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy
Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee
openly. When ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think
that they shall be heard for their much speaking. Be not ye therefore like unto
them for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask him.
Matthew 6

These words spake Jesus and lifted up his eyes to heaven, I have glorified thee
on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do. I have
manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the world:
thine they were, and thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy word.
For I have given unto them the words of which thou gavest me; and they have
received them, I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou
hast given me; for they are thine. As thou hast sent me into the world, even so
have I also sent them into the world. Neither pray I for these alone, but for them
also which shall believe on me through their word; That they all may be one; as
thou Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the
world may believe that thou hast sent me. O righteous Father; the world hath
not known thee: but I have known thee, and these have known that thou hast
sent me. And I have declared unto them thy name, and will declare it: that the
love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in them. Matthew 17
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Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy
Our Master taught his disciples one brief prayer, which we name after him the
Lord’s Prayer. Our Master said, “After this manner therefore pray ye,” and then
he gave that prayer which covers all human needs. Page 16
The prayer that reforms the sinner and heals the sick is an absolute faith that all
things are possible to God,--a spiritual understanding of Him, an unselfed love.
Regardless of what another may say or think on this subject, I speak from
experience. Prayer, watching, and working, combined with self-immolation, are
God’s gracious means for accomplishing whatever has been successfully done
for the Christianization and health of mankind. Page 1
What are the motives for prayer? Do we pray to make ourselves better or to
benefit those who hear us, to enlighten the infinite or to be heard of men? Are
we benefited by praying? Yes, the desire which goes forth hungering after
righteousness is blessed of our Father, and it does not return unto us void. Page 2
“When thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and, when thou hast shut thy door,
pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father, which seeth in secret, shall
reward thee openly.”
So spake Jesus. The closet typifies the sanctuary of Spirit, the door of which shuts
out sinful sense but lets in Truth, Life, and Love. Closed to error, it is open to Truth,
and vice versa. The Father in secret is unseen to the physical senses, but He
knows all things and rewards according to motives, not according to speech. To
enter into the heart of prayer, the door of the erring senses must be closed. Lips
must be mute and materialism silent, that man may have audience with Spirit,
the divine Principle, Love, which destroys all error.
In order to pray aright, we must enter into the closet and shut the door. We must
close the lips and silence the material senses. Pages 14 & 15
ABRAHAM. Fidelity; faith in the divine Life and in the eternal Principle of being.
This patriarch illustrated the purpose of Love to create trust in good, and showed
the life-preserving power of spiritual understanding. Page 579
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Understanding the control which Love held over all, Daniel felt safe in the lion’s
den, and Paul proved the viper to be harmless. A realization of this grand verity
was a source of strength to the ancient worthies. It supports Christian healing,
and enables its possessor to emulate the example of Jesus. “And God saw that
it was good.” Page 514 & 515
A woman, whom I cured of consumption, always breathed with great difficulty
when the wind was from the east. I sat silently by her side a few moments. Her
breath came gently. The inspirations were deep and natural. I then requested
her to look at the weather-vane. She looked and saw that it pointed due east.
The wind had not changed, but her thought of it had and so her difficulty in
breathing had gone. The wind had not produced the difficulty. My
metaphysical treatment changed the action of her belief on the lungs, and she
never suffered again from east winds, but was restored to health. Page 185
Thoughts unspoken are not unknown to the divine Mind. Desire is prayer; and no
loss can occur from trusting God with our desires, that they may be moulded
and exalted before they take form in words and in deeds. Page 1
Christians rejoice in secret beauty and bounty, hidden from the world, but known
to God. Self-forgetfulness, purity, and affection are constant prayers. Page 15

Tom Sims, 1st Reader
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