Wednesday Noon and Evening Meetings
November 7, 2018
“SUBSTANCE”

The Bible

Hymns: 280, 327, 42

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.
Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God,
so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear. Hebrews 11
Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth
corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: But lay up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves
do not break through nor steal: For where your treasure is, there will your heart
be also.
When thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut the door, pray
to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward
thee openly. Matthew 6
Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say
to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy
name have cast out devils? And in thy name done many wonderful works? And
then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work
iniquity. Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I
will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock: And the rain
descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that
house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. And every one that
heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a
foolish man, which built his house upon the sand: And the rain descended, and
the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and
great was the fall of it. And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these
sayings, the people were astonished at his doctrine: for he taught them as one
having authority, Matthew 7
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Then Jesus called his disciples unto him, and said, I have compassion on the
multitude, because they continue with me now three days, and have nothing to
eat: and I will not send them away fasting, lest they faint in the way. And his
disciples say unto him, Whence should we have so much bread in the wilderness,
as to fill so great a multitude? And Jesus saith unto them, How many loaves
have ye? And they said, Seven, and a few little fishes. And he took the seven
loaves and the fishes, and gave thanks, and brake them, and gave to his
disciples, and the disciples to the multitude. And they did all eat, and were filled:
and they took up of the broken meat that was left seven baskets full. And they
that did eat were four thousand men, beside women and children. And he sent
away the multitude. Matthew 15
And he turned him unto his disciples, and said privately, Blessed are the eyes
which see the things that ye see: for I tell you, that many prophets and kings
have desired to see those things which ye see, and have not seen them; and to
hear those things which ye hear, and have not heard them. Luke 10
Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle
and High Priest Christ Jesus: Cast not away therefore your confidence, which
hath great recompence of reward. For ye have need of patience, that, after ye
have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise. Knowing in yourselves
that ye have in heaven a better and an enduring substance. Hebrews 3
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy
Question,---What is substance?
Answer.---Substance is that which is eternal and incapable of discord and
decay. Truth, Life and Love are substance, as the Scriptures use this word in
Hebrews: “The substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”
Spirit, the synonym of Mind, Soul, or God, is the only real substance. The spiritual
universe, including individual man, is a compound idea, reflecting the divine
substance of Spirit. Page 468
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God’s thoughts are perfect and eternal, are substance and Life. Material and
temporal thoughts are human, involving error, and since God, Spirit, is the only
cause, they lack a divine cause. The temporal and material are not then
creations of Spirit. They are but counterfeits of the spiritual and eternal. Page 286
Divine Science, rising above physical theories, excludes matter, resolves things
into thoughts, and replaces the objects of material sense with spiritual ideas.
Page 123

To himself, mortal and material man seems to be substance, but his sense of
substance involves error and therefore is material, temporal.
The admission that there can be material substance requires another admission,--namely, that Spirit is not infinite and that matter is self-creative, self-existent, and
eternal. Page 278
Before error is wholly destroyed, there will be interruptions of the general material
routine. Earth will become dreary and desolate, but summer and winter,
seedtime and harvest (though in changed forms), will continue unto the end,--until the final spiritualization of all things. “ The darkest hour precedes the dawn.”
As this consummation draws nearer, he who has shaped his course in
accordance with divine Science will endure to the end. As material knowledge
diminishes and spiritual understanding increases, real objects will be
apprehended mentally instead of materially. Page 96
In the scientific relation of God to man, we find that whatever blesses one
blesses all, as Jesus showed with the loaves and the fishes,---Spirit, not matter,
being the source of supply. Page 206
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Whatever inspires with wisdom, Truth, or Love---be it song, sermon, or Science--blesses the human family with crumbs of comfort from Christ’s table, feeding the
hungry and giving living waters to the thirsty.
We should become more familiar with good than with evil, and guard against
false beliefs as watchfully as we bar our doors against the approach of thieves
and murderers. We should love our enemies and help them on the basis of the
Golden Rule; but avoid casting pearls before those who trample them under
foot, thereby robbing both themselves and others. If mortals would keep proper
ward over mortal mind, the brood of evils which infest it would be cleared out.
Page 234

As God is substance and man is the divine image and likeness, man should wish
for, and in reality has, only the substance of good, the substance of Spirit, not
matter. The belief that man has any other substance, or mind, is not spiritual and
breaks the First Commandment, Thou shalt have one God, one Mind. Page 301
To the physical senses, the strict demands of Christian Science seem peremptory;
but mortals are hastening to learn that Life is God, good, and that evil has in
reality neither place nor power in the human or the divine economy. Page 327
SPIRIT: Divine substance; Mind; divine Principle; all that is good; God; that only
which is perfect, everlasting, omnipresent, omnipotent, infinite. Page 594
Divine Love always has met and always will meet every human need. It is not
well to imagine that Jesus demonstrated the divine power to heal only for a
select number or for a limited period of time, since to all mankind and in every
hour, divine Love supplies all good.
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Tom Sims, First Reader

