Wednesday Noon Meeting
July 1, 2020
Freedom

The Bible

Hymns: 83, 371, 136

Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free
spirit. Psalms 51: 12
Now about that time Herod the king stretched forth his hands to vex
certain of the church.
And he killed James the brother of John with the sword. And because
he saw it pleased the Jews, he proceeded further to take Peter also.
And when he had apprehended him, he put him in prison, and delivered
him to four quaternions (QUAR TURN NEONS) of soldiers to keep him;
intending after Easter to bring him forth to the people.
Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made without ceasing
of the church unto God for him. And when Herod would have brought
him forth, the same night Peter was sleeping between two soldiers,
bound with two chains: and the keepers before the door kept the prison.
And, behold, the angel of the Lord came upon him, and a light shined in
the prison: and he smote Peter on the side, and raised him up, saying,
Arise up quickly. And his chains fell off from his hands.
And the angel said unto him, Gird thyself, and bind on thy sandals. And
so he did. And he saith unto him, Cast thy garment about thee, and
follow me. And he went out, and followed him; and wist not that it was
true which was done by the angel; but thought he saw a vision.
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When they were past the first and the second ward, they came unto the
iron gate that leadeth unto the city; which opened to them of his own
accord: and they went out, and passed on through one street; and
forthwith the angel departed from him. And when Peter was come to
himself, he said, Now I know of a surety, that the Lord hath sent his angel,
and hath delivered me out of the hand of Herod, and from all the
expectation of the people of the Jews. Acts 12: 1-3, 5-11
I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help. My
help cometh from the Lord, which made heaven and earth. The Lord
shall preserve thee from all evil: he shall preserve thy soul. Psalms 121: 1, 2, 7
And Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath and
behold there was a woman which had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years,
and was bowed together, and could in no wise lift up herself.
And when Jesus saw her, he called her to him, and said unto her,
Woman, thou art loosed from thine infirmity. And he laid his hands on
her: and immediately she was made straight, and glorified God.
And the ruler of the synagogue answered with indignation, because that
Jesus had healed on the sabbath day, and said unto the people, There
are six days in which men ought to work: in them therefore come and be
healed, and not on the sabbath day.
The Lord then answered him, and said, Thou hypocrite, doth not each
one of you on the sabbath loose his ox or his ass from the stall, and lead
him away to watering. And ought not this woman, being a daughter of
Abraham, whom Satan hath bound, lo, these eighteen years, be loosed
from this bond on the sabbath day?
And when he had said these things, all his adversaries were ashamed:
and all the people rejoiced for all the glorious things that were done by
him. Luke 13: 10-17
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Philip saith unto him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us. Jesus
saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not
known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how
sayest thou then, Shew us the Father?
Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? The
words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that
dwelleth in me, he doeth the works. Believe me that I am in the Father,
and the Father in me: or else believe me for the very works' sake.
Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do
shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go
unto my Father. And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do,
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. And I will pray the Father,
and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for
ever. John 14: 10-13, 16
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy
Man is tributary to God, Spirit and to nothing else. God’s being is infinity,
freedom, harmony, and boundless bliss. Where the Spirit of the Lord is,
there is liberty.” Like the archpriests of yore, man is free “to enter into the
holiest,” the realm of God. 481: 2
The enslavement of man is not legitimate. It will cease when man enters
into his heritage of freedom, his God-given dominion over the material
senses. Mortals will some day assert their freedom in the name of
Almighty God. Then they will control their own bodies through the
understanding of divine Science. Dropping their present beliefs, they will
recognize harmony as the spiritual reality and discord as the material
unreality. 228: 11
If God makes sin, if good produces evil, if truth, results in error, then
Science and Christianity are helpless; but there are no antagonistic
powers nor laws, spiritual or material, creating and governing man
through perpetual warfare. God is not the author of mortal discords.
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To hold yourself superior to sin, because God made you superior to it and
governs man, is true wisdom. 231: 3-16, 20-21
The enslavement of man is not legitimate. It will cease when man enters
into his heritage of freedom, his God-given dominion over the material
senses. 228: 11-13
I was called to visit Mr. Clark in Lynn, who had been confined to his bed
six months with hip-disease, caused by a fall upon a wooden spike when
quite a boy. On entering the house I met his physician, who said that the
patient was dying. The physician had just probed the ulcer on the hip,
and said the bone was carious for several inches. The doctor went out.
Mr. Clark lay with his eyes fixed and sightless. The dew of death was on
his brow. I went to his bedside. In a few moments his face changed; its
death-pallor gave place to a natural hue. The eyelids closed gently and
the breathing became natural; he was asleep. In about ten minutes he
opened his eyes and said: “I feel like a new man. My suffering is all
gone.” It was between three and four o’clock in the afternoon when this
took place.
I told him to rise, dress himself, and take supper with his family. He did so.
The next day I saw him in the yard. Since then I have not seen him, but
am informed that he went to work in two weeks. The discharge from the
sore stopped, and the sore was healed. 192: 32-21 (next page)
The power of God brings deliverance to the captive. No power can
withstand divine Love. What is this supposed power, which opposes itself
to God? Whatever enslaves man is opposed to the divine government.
Truth makes man free. 224: 29-4 (next page)
Christian Science raises the standard of liberty and cries: “Follow me!
Escape from the bondage of sickness, sin, and death!” Jesus marked
out the way. 227: 21-24
Tom Sims, First Reader
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