Wednesday Noon Meeting
July 8, 2020
“In God I Find A Precious Gift*”

The Bible

Hymns: 146,* 329, 139

O God; renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from thy presence, and
take not thy holy spirit from me. Create in me a clean heart. Psalms 51
Then Jesus went thence, and departed into the coasts of Tyre and Sidon. And,
behold, a woman of Canaan came out of the same coasts, and cried unto him,
saying, Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou son of David; my daughter is grievously
vexed with a devil.
But he answered her not a word. And his disciples came and besought him,
saying, Send her away; for she crieth after us. But he answered and said, I am
not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel.
Then came she and worshipped him, saying, Lord, help me. But he answered
and said, It is not meet to take the children's bread, and to cast it to dogs. And
she said, Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their masters'
table.
Then Jesus answered and said unto her, O woman, great is thy faith: be it unto
thee even as thou wilt. And her daughter was made whole from that very hour.
And Jesus departed from thence, and came nigh unto the sea of Galilee; and
went up into a mountain, and sat down there. Matthew 15: 21-28
For with thee is the fountain of life: in thy light shall we see light. O continue thy
lovingkindness unto them that know thee; and thy righteousness to the upright in
heart.

Psalms 36
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And one of the Pharisees desired him that he would eat with him. And he went
into the Pharisee's house, and sat down to meat. And, behold, a woman in the
city, which was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at meat in the Pharisee's
house, brought an alabaster box of ointment, And stood at his feet behind him
weeping, and began to wash his feet with tears, and did wipe them with the
hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed them with the ointment.
Now when the Pharisee which had bidden him saw it, he spake within himself,
saying, This man, if he were a prophet, would have known who and what
manner of woman this is that toucheth him: for she is a sinner.
And Jesus answering said unto him, Simon, I have somewhat to say unto thee.
And he saith, Master, say on. There was a certain creditor which had two
debtors: the one owed five hundred pence, and the other fifty. And when they
had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them both. Tell me therefore, which of
them will love him most? Simon answered and said, I suppose that he, to whom
he forgave most.
And he said unto him, Thou hast rightly judged. And he turned to the woman,
and said unto Simon, Seest thou this woman? I entered into thine house, thou
gavest me no water for my feet: but she hath washed my feet with tears, and
wiped them with the hairs of her head. Thou gavest me no kiss: but this woman
since the time I came in hath not ceased to kiss my feet. My head with oil thou
didst not anoint: but this woman hath anointed my feet with ointment.
Wherefore I say unto thee, her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved
much: but to who little is forgiven, the same loveth little. And he said unto her,
Thy sins are forgiven. And they that sat at meat with him began to say within
themselves, who is this that forgiveth sins also?
And he said to the woman, Thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace.

Luke 7

Blessed be the Lord God and blessed be his glorious name for ever.

Psalms 72
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Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy
What we most need is the prayer of fervent desire for growth in grace, expressed
in patience, meekness, love, and good deeds. To keep the commandments of
our Master and follow his example, is our proper debt to him and the only worthy
evidence of our gratitude for all that he has done. Outward worship is not of itself
sufficient to express loyal and heartfelt gratitude, since he has said: "If ye love
me, keep my commandments."
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If our petitions are sincere, we labor for what we ask; and our Father, who seeth
in secret, will reward us openly. Can the mere public expression of our desires
increase them? Do we gain the omnipotent ear sooner by words than by
thoughts? Even if prayer is sincere, God knows our need before we tell Him or
our fellow-beings about it. If we cherish the desire honestly and silently and
humbly, God will bless it, and we shall incur less risk of overwhelming our real
wishes with a torrent of words.
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It is related in the seventh chapter of Luke's Gospel that Jesus was once the
honored guest of a certain Pharisee, by name Simon, though he was quite unlike
Simon the disciple. While they were at meat, an unusual incident occurred, as if
to interrupt the scene of Oriental festivity. A "strange woman" came in. Heedless
of the fact that she was debarred from such a place and such society, specially
under the stern rules of rabbinical law, as positively as if she were a Hindoo
pariah intruding upon the household of a high-caste Brahman, this woman (Mary
Magdalene, as she has since been called) approached Jesus. According to the
custom of those days, he reclined on a couch with his head towards the table
and his bare feet away from it. It was therefore easy for the Magdalen to come
behind the couch and reach his feet. She bore an alabaster jar containing
costly and fragrant oil, — sandal oil perhaps, which is in such common use in the
East.
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Breaking the sealed jar, she perfumed Jesus' feet with the oil, wiping them with
her long hair, which hung loosely about her shoulders, as was customary with
women of her grade.
Did Jesus spurn the woman? Did he repel her adoration? No! He regarded her
compassionately. Nor was this all. Knowing what those around him were saying
in their hearts, especially his host, — that they were wondering why, being a
prophet, the exalted guest did not at once detect the woman's immoral status
and bid her depart, — knowing this, Jesus rebuked them with a short story or
parable.
He described two debtors, one for a large sum and one for a smaller, who were
released from their obligations by their common creditor. "Which of them will
love him most?" was the Master's question to Simon the Pharisee; and Simon
replied, "He to whom he forgave most."
Jesus approved the answer, and so brought home the lesson to all, following it
with that remarkable declaration to the woman, "Thy sins are forgiven."
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Here is suggested a solemn question, a question indicated by one of the needs
of this age. Do Christian Scientists seek Truth as Simon sought the Saviour, through
material conservatism and for personal homage? Jesus told Simon that such
seekers as he gave small reward in return for the spiritual purgation which came
through the Messiah. If Christian Scientists are like Simon, then it must be said of
them also that they love little.
On the other hand, do they show their regard for Truth, or Christ, by their genuine
repentance, by their broken hearts, expressed by meekness and human
affection, as did this woman? If so, then it may be said of them, as Jesus said of
the unwelcome visitor, that they indeed love much, because much is forgiven
them.
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This is what is meant by seeking Truth, Christ, not "for the loaves and fishes," nor,
like the Pharisee, with the arrogance of rank and display of scholarship, but like
Mary Magdalene, from the summit of devout consecration, with the oil of
gladness and the perfume of gratitude, with tears of repentance and with those
hairs all numbered by the Father.
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*“In God I Find A Precious Gift – Hymn 146”
Tom Sims, First Reader
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