Wednesday Noon Meetings
August 19, 2020
HUMAN WILL IS NOT POWER
The Bible

Hymns: 324, 307, 136

By humility and the fear of the Lord are riches, and honor and life. Prov.

22: 4

And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the
disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest,
And desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he
found any of this way, whether they were men or women, he might bring
them bound unto Jerusalem.
And as he journeyed, he came near Demascus: and suddenly there
shined round about him a light from heaven: And he fell to the earth,
and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?
And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom
thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks. And he
trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And
the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee
what thou must do. And the men which journeyed with him stood
speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no man.
And Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes were opened, he saw
no man: but they led him by the hand, and brought him into Damascus.
And he was three days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink. And
there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and to him
said the Lord in a vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, I am here, Lord.
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And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the street which is called
Straight, and inquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus:
for, behold, he prayeth, And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias
coming in, and putting his hand on him, that he might receive his sight.
Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard by many of this man, how
much evil he hath done to thy saints at Jerusalem: And here he hath
authority from the chief priests to bind all that call on thy name. But the
Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear
my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel:
And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting his
hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto
thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive
thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost.
And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he
received sight forthwith, and arose, and was baptized.
And straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, that he is the Son
of God.

Acts 9: 1-15, 17-18, 20

If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if
any fellowship of the Spirit, Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having
the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. Let nothing be done
through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other
better than themselves.

Philippians 2: 1-3
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Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy
Dost thou “love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy mind”? This command includes much, even the
surrender of all merely material sensation, affection and worship. This is
the El Dorado of Christianity. It involves the Science of Life, and
recognizes only the divine control of Spirit, in which soul is our master, and
material sense and human will have no place.

9: 17-24

Human will-power is not Science. Human will belongs to the so-called
material senses, and its use is to be condemned.
Human will-power may infringe the rights of man. It produces evil
continually, and is not a factor in the realism of being. Truth, and not
corporeal will, is the divine power which says to disease, “Peace, be still.”
144: 14-16, 18-22

When we fully understand our relation to the Divine, we can have no
other Mind but His, — no other Love, wisdom, or Truth, no other sense of
Life, and no consciousness of the existence of matter or error.
The power of the human will should be exercised only in subordination to
Truth; else it will misguide the judgment and free the lower propensities. It
is the province of spiritual sense to govern man. Material, erring, human
thought acts injuriously both upon the body and through it.
Will-power is capable of all evil. It can never heal the sick, for it is the
prayer of the unrighteous; while the exercise of the sentiments — hope,
faith, love — is the prayer of the righteous. This prayer, governed by
Science instead of the senses, heals the sick. 205:32-14
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Incorrect reasoning leads to practical error. The wrong thought should
be arrested before it has a chance to manifest itself. 452: 4
Will-power is but a product of belief, and this belief commits depredations
on harmony. Human will is an animal propensity, not a faculty of Soul.
Hence it cannot govern man aright. Christian Science reveals Truth and
Love as the motive-powers of man, Will – blind, stubborn, and
headlong—cooperates with appetite and passion. From this
cooperation arises its evil. From this also comes its powerlessness, since all
power belongs to God, good.

490: 3

The truths of immortal Mind sustain man, and they annihilate the fables of
mortal mind, whose flimsy and gaudy pretensions, like silly moths, singe
their own wings and fall into dust. 103: 18-23, 25
Every Christian Scientist, every conscientious teacher of the Science of
Mind-healing, knows that human will is not Christian Science, and he must
recognize this in order to defend himself from the influence of human will.
He feels morally obligated open the eyes of his students that they may
perceive the nature and methods of error of every sort, especially any
subtle degree of evil, deceived and deceiving.
All mental malpractice arises from ignorance or malice aforethought. It is
the injurious action of one mortal mind controlling another from wrong
motives, and it is practised either with a mistaken or a wicked purpose.
451: 19

A logical and scientific conclusion is reached only through the
knowledge that there are not two bases of being, matter and mind, but
one alone,---Mind.

279: 26

Tom Sims, First Reader
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